CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

ancient world had known, art, music and
culture, all were rejected or valued only as
aids to religion. Human action was judged
with reference only to its appraisement in
the life to come. That ascetic spirit was
paramount, which had enchained the Chris-
tian world, that renunciation of secular
affairs which explains the peculiar methods
by which mediaeval views of life found
expression.

Asceticism did not disturb the course of
life as a whole. It might condemn but it
could not suppress the natural impulse of
man to propagate his race: it might
hamper economic forces, but it could not
destroy them. It eventually led to a com-
promise in every department of life, but for
centuries it retained its domination over
men's minds and to some material extent
over their actions.

Such was the environment in which Islam
was planted: its deepest roots had been
fertilised with Christian theory, and in spite
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